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Seestadt is a master-planned community on the outskirts
of Vienna that was built to include a heavy concentration of
retail and commercial space from the outset.

A dedicated walkway from Seestadt to
Metro station gets you to downtown Vienna
in 27 minutes.

Cars are parked underground in Seestadt
freeing up more space for walkways, green space,
playgrounds and trails.

Making affordability work
In Vienna, urban planners are finding ways to make quality housing accessible to all
mark wessel
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A

major reason Vienna
consistently ranks high
for quality of living is
its commitment to making it
affordable to actually live here.
With over 220,000 subsidized
homes and over 500,000 tenants, the city proudly claims
itself to be ‘Europe’s largest
landlord.’
“Adequate housing is a basic
human right,” observes Vienna
director of urban planning Thomas Madreiter. “It’s of utmost
importance for quality of life
and living together peacefully.”
And because Vienna’s social
housing is evenly distributed
throughout the city, “we’ve
avoided having ghettos like
other major cities,” notes sustainability and urban renewal
expert Andreas Lindinger.
“It makes Vienna not only a
more desirable place to visit for

tourists but also a more desirable place to move to for all people, in particular young people.”
This is a city where, as I discovered on a recent visit, the
mindset is much more about
inclusion vs. exclusion. And
nowhere is this more apparent
than aspern Seestadt, a masterplanned community of 10,500
high quality homes for approximately 20,000 residents that’s
scheduled for completion by
2028.
The first phase opened in
2014, with over 6,000 people
moving in — with a high percentage of these homes allocated for social housing. It’s not
only a community of openness
due to varying incomes and
ages, but also the fact that 50%
of the land is designated for
parks, green spaces, bike lanes

and trails.
The metro station, which gets
you to downtown Vienna in 27
minutes, was up and running
long before people started moving in and can easily be reached
via a dedicated walking trail.
Less visible here are the cars,
which are parked in a total of
seven communal underground
parking garages.
As ‘connected’ as this community is to Vienna’s downtown core, unlike many of
North American’s urban centres where you have to drive
to just pick up a bag of milk,
apern Seestadt’s planners have
in their words ‘optimized the
sectoral mix’ to include several
thousand square feet of shops,
restaurants and other essential
services.
In addition there’s a local
health centre, a public school
and opening in 2017, a high
school. Office buildings and
an adjacent business park are
also an essential part of the mix
— with many residents walking to work. The commercial
space here includes the city’s
first net positive office building
(producing more energy than it
uses).
Apart from creating vibrant
new communities, Vienna is
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The magdas Hotel lobby is adorned with images of past and present employees.
also finding ways to revitalize its existing infrastructure
for the sake of social inclusion.
Formerly a 1980s seniors home,
magdas Hotel is a hip, surprisingly affordable hotel in Vienna’s downtown core distinguished by its funky furniture, a
welcoming lounge, a public restaurant and a bright, spacious
outdoor patio and garden area.
But what makes magdas truly
unique is 20 of its 30 employees are refugees, most of whom
would have difficulty finding a
job and integrating in society if
not for this hotel.
While magdas is a for profit
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business “our goal is not to
maximize profit, but to maximize humanity,” Sarah Barci,
the hotel’s sales and marketing
manager poetically observes.
magdas not only helps refuges to integrate, but provides
a setting for different members of society to work hand in
hand. The hotel’s mandate is
to be financially viable in order
to serve as a model for similar
projects in the future.
The upside, says Barci,is
“because businesses can’t give
us money, we’ve had senior
executives volunteering to do
everything from painting, to

carrying mattresses up to the
rooms.”
In true Vienna fashion, it’s
a situation where people from
diverse walks of life are working together towards a more
vibrant, more welcoming
society.
— Mark Wessel lives in
Collingwood, Ont. and
is a passionate advocate
for living more sustainably
in home and in the
greater community.
Check out his blog at
www.sustainable
communitybuilder.com.
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